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Chaucer shows a real interest in such rudi-
mentary science as he was able to pick up in
the midst of his other avocations. Clocks of
any kind were rare in the fourteenth century,
and the practice of telling the time by
astronomical observations was a common
one. There is nothing peculiar in noting the
season or the hour by such statements as
that

the yonge sonne
Hath in the Ram his halfe cours y-ronne.

or,

He wiste it was the eightetehe day

Of April, that is messager to May;

And sey wel that the shadwe of every tree

Was as the lengthe the same quantitee

That was the body erect that caused it.

And therefore by the shadwe he toqk his wit

That Phebus, which that shoon so clere and

brighte,

Degrees was fyve and fourty clombe on highte;
And for that day, as in that latitude,
It was ten of the clokke, he gan conclude;

but Chaucer not only follows this method with
an amount of detail and a persistency which
show that he enjoyed it for its own sake, he
also, as we have seen, writes a treatise on the
use of the Astrolabe, for the instruction of Ms
little son. The modesty and sincerity shown